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POLICY AND RESOURCES EXECUTIVE SUB-COMMITTEE – 30 JUNE 2020
_______________________________________________________________________


	
	
	

	
	Policy and Resources Executive Sub-Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	Tuesday 30 June 2020 at 3pm
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillors Ronnie Ahlfeld, Jim Clocherty, Stephen McCabe, Chris McEleny, Liz Robertson and Graeme Brooks attended the meeting. Cllr Brooks stood in for Councillor David Wilson. Councillor McCabe chaired the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chief Executive, the Corporate Director (Chief Officer), Inverclyde Health & Social Care Partnership, the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources, the Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational Development, the Head of Legal & Property Services, the Chief Financial Officer, the Head of Organisational Development, Policy & Communications, the Head of Environmental & Public Protection, the Head of Regeneration & Planning, the Shared Head of Service Roads, the IT Service Manager, the Service Manager, Communications, Tourism and Health & Safety, Ms S Lang and Ms C Craig-McDonald (Legal & Property Services) were all present.
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting was held by video-conference.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	COVID-19 (Coronavirus): Scrutiny Report
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chief Executive gave an update on the actions taken to address and mitigate the risks arising from the COVID-19 emergency.

	

	
	The Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources also gave a report about parking being suspended temporarily, at certain locations, to help social distancing on footways as shops reopen.
	

	
	After discussing the report the members of the Executive Sub-Committee decided: 

That car parking spaces would only be closed using a temporary Traffic Regulation Orders where:

· It wouldn’t affect trading

· Restrictions would only be applied if they were needed to allow social distancing

· Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders be used only where necessary for the promotion of outdoor café culture.


	

	
	The Executive Sub Committee decided:
	

	
	· To give the Head of Legal & Property Services permission to accept the tender received which provided the best value for money for providing counselling in schools
	

	
	· That the time limits for parking on streets and in car parks and the charges in car parks would remain suspended until 11 August 2020, when they will be reviewed
· To hold another meeting of the Executive Sub-Committee towards the end of July 2020 on a date to be agreed by the Convener, the Chief Executive and Head of Legal & Property Services

· To allocate £80,000 from the COVID-19 budget to help with the additional costs associated with home and flexible working

· That the Chief Executive should write to the Cabinet Secretary for Health & Sport about the research being done by Public Health Scotland and the University of Glasgow to urge that the COVID-19 mortality in Inverclyde should be examined as part of the study. The council is willing to help pay for the research if this will speed up the report. 
	

	
	The Executive Sub Committee noted:
· The Regeneration Capital Grants Fund repayment conditions for the council’s support of the Craigend Resource Centre project
	

	
	· The reply from the Scottish Government about the Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund. As well as noting the reply, the Leader of the Council will write to the Scottish Government raising the issue of the gaps in the help provided by the Fund. The Leader of the Council will also ask that the way the Fund works is reviewed to close these gaps. 

	

	
	
	

	
	Financial Update, Financial Strategy 2020/30 and Unaudited Annual Accounts 2019/20
	

	 
	
	

	
	The Chief Financial Officer gave a report containing:

· An updating about financial matters arising from the COVID-19 pandemic

· The six monthly update to the Council’s Financial Strategy

· The Unaudited 2019/20 Annual Accounts for the Executive Sub-Committee to review before they are submitted to Audit Scotland.
	

	
	The Executive Sub-Committee decided:
	

	
	· To approve the spending plans for Phase 2 of the Food Fund cash set out in Appendix 2

· To give permission for the relevant ICT devices to be bought to support the digital inclusion in schools plans outlined in section 5
	

	
	· To approve the updated Financial Strategy for 2020/30
	

	
	· To approve the Unaudited Accounts for the financial year 2019/20 and to submit them to Audit Scotland.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	COVID Mortality Report June 2020
	

	
	
	

	
	The Executive Sub-Committee noted an update on the epidemiological review by NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde Public Health into the number of excess deaths in Inverclyde linked to COVID-19.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	COVID-19 Business Support Scheme
	

	
	
	

	
	The Executive Sub-Committee decided:
	

	
	· To temporarily change the Scheme of Delegation (Officers) to allow the Head of Regeneration & Planning to administer help to businesses of up to £30,000 for one year (until 30 June 2021)
	

	
	· that business development support of up to £30,000 should be made available to businesses which can’t apply for government support as gap funding
	

	
	· To transfer £200,000 from Business Loans Scotland back to the Council for economic development
	

	
	· A report should be done on what the Business Support Scheme has achieved.
	

	
	
	

	
	Freedom of Information Annual Report – 2019
	

	
	
	

	
	The Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources providing details of the Freedom of Information (FOI) requests that the Council received between 1 January and 31 December 2019.
	

	
	The Executive Sub-Committee decided that future annual reports should contain statistics on the various categories of people and organisations making Freedom of Information requests.
	


Min PR Exec - 30 06 2020

