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Many of today’s historical attractions — the museums and galleries, stately
homes and castles — celebrate Inverclyde’s influential maritime history and
industrial past.

The picturesque villages of Inverkip and Wemyss Bay have a distinct charm
of their own. Their sailing waters and facilities provide an extensive range of
water-based sports and activities.

Inland, nestling in the Gryffe Valley, is Quarriers Village, a conservation village,
founded by William Quarrier as aVictorian orphan community. Nearby lies the
historic village of Kilmacolm whose ecclesiastical roots

date back to the time of St Columba.
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Port Glasgow to Finlaystone Customhouse Quay to
7 Greenock Town Centre

Customhouse Quay was the departure point for thousands of Scottish emigrants

" -

during the 19th century. Nowadays it is one of the main ports of call for the world’s
last ocean going paddle steamer, PS Waverley, which undertakes regular trips from
Glasgow along the Firth of Clyde.

The walk westwards along the riverside walkway takes
you past the Waterfront Campus of James Watt College

. . . and the distinctive ship-like sculpture Prospect and Trust
Port Glasgow, as its name suggests, was the point on the River Clyde where vessels,

laden with goods bound for the city of Glasgow, originally off-loaded their cargo.The
shallowness of the river prevented them from going any further.VWhen the Clyde was
dredged and its channel deepened in the 8th century, Port Glasgow’s importance as
a port declined. New industries like shipbuilding and ropemaking took over, sustaining
a level of prosperity for the area. Henry Bell’s Comet, the first commercial passenger

carrying steamship, was launched in Port Glasgow in 1812.A replica of the original was and the seat marking the original position of the Old
built for the town to mark its |150th anniversary. West Kirk, around Tesco’s car park, and across Dalrymple

to the popular new Waterfront Leisure Complex with
its wide range of facilities for swimming, ice skating and
keep-fit.

The route moves inland past the Waterfront Cinema

Street. Take the short route inland along Nicholson Street
From David Hamilton’s grand Town Buildings (now the library for the Town Centre), followed by a left hand turn onto West Blackhall Street,
cross the main road to Coronation Park, which winds eastwards towards the thriving
Ferguson’s shipyard. Immediately beyond is one of town’s delightful surprises.

Nestling behind the cranes and shipyard gates, in a peaceful parkland area, i
ancient |5th century Newark Castle, now in the careful hands of Histogi

which takes you past shops and restaurants to the Oak
hopping centre. Once you've spent time and money
o Clyde Square, which is dominated by the

orian Municipal Buildings.This civic palace,

Continuing east, the waterside walkway takes you through Kelburp
and on to Parklea Recreation Ground. Owned by the National T
coastal area is a designated site of special scientific interest. Its
species of migrating birds.

Scotland, this
attract rare

ated in the powerful sculpture Men of the Clyde, which stands

are in front of the Central Library.To the south of the ornate
Square is the refurbished |8th century Wellpark Mid Kirk, its
ed by London’s St Martins-in-the-Field.

the old timber
pod required to

Beyond Parklea, the curious re
ponds — storage points for impo
construct the early Clyde-built s
poignantly along the waters’ edg

ables you to enjoy the tranquil open spaces of Well Park and
iver. Returning to Cathcart Square, continue down William
Dutch Gable House back to Dalrymple Street. Before
Finlaystone Estate, the home of the
MacMillan, marks the eastern bound
and is well worth a separate visit. For
walking trails for visitors, and its variou
activities including a tea room providing a rz
snacks, contact the Ranger Service on 01475

geway at the pedestrian crossing and returning to Custom
ack at the statue of Greenock’s most famous son, James Watt.
building on which it is mounted was the original James Watt
pies a position near to the birthplace of the famous engineer.




The Esplanade to
Gourock & Tower Hill

The Esplanade is one of Inverclyde’s most popular promenade areas. It is easy to find a
parking space before embarking on a stroll along this broad, majestic mile-long
waterfront walk. The views across the river are magnificent. Start from Princes Pier
and head westwards, taking time to admire the stately villas that border the Esplanade.
Note too, the wall-mounted drinking fountain dedicated to the Scottish novelist John
Galt.

At the end of the Esplanade, continue on to Battery Park, with its splendid vie
across Cardwell Bay to neighbouring Gouro
that Catalina sea planes regularly landed
Second World War. Take the waterside
the bay, past the Dunoon ferry ter
Gourock Pier, the railway station a
In nearby Kempock Place, Gourog
Visitor Information Point. For thg > feel energetic,
you can extend your walk by he > Tower Hill. The
route is clearly signposted on th
of John Street. At the top of Joh
area directly ahead and continue
staircase and path to the tower at
century folly — and enjoy one of the
exhilarating viewpoints.As well as taki
vista of the Clyde Estuary, look back inlaf
the distinctive anchor of the Free French
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Lyle Hill & the
Free French Memorial

Start at the east end of Greenock Esplanade, make the short walk inland along
Campbell Street to Brougham Street.Take a right turn, and after about half a mile, turn
left into Madeira Street following the sign for Lyle Hill. Take a deep breath, as you are
now about to ascend to one of Inverclyde’s most breathtaking viewpoints.

Continue past Greenock Academy, and at the top of Madeira Street turn right.The
asses the perimeter of Greenock Golf Club on your left before reaching the
on Lyle Hill. Abraham Lyle was Provost of Greenock in the 1880s and
blic viewpoint as a means of creating work for the unemployed
To the north, the views of the Holy Loch, Loch Long and the
e majestic mountains of Argyll. The island of Arran can be seen
to the south.To make the most of the view, take a further
djacent golf course following the signpost to Craig’s Top. From
ere, the view ext st beyond Port Glasgow as far as
the Erskine Bridge

The most notable e on Lyle Hill is the
anchor-shaped Cr; orraine, erected in 1946 in

o the Esplanade.




Kilmacolm and Quarrier’s Village

Commence this walk in the village of Kilmacolm at the entrance to Duchal Woods

on Lochwinnoch Road. Follow the track through the woods until you reach the old
Greenock Road (B788).Turn left and continue across the River Gryffe at Milton
Bridge as far as the old railway bridge, over which the Greenock to Paisley cycle route
passes. Make your way onto the National Cycle Route 75 and head away from the
village. There are several interesting sculptures along this cycle path and also seats and
benches dotted along the route. Continue along the cycle route until you reach the
spur path signposted for Quarrier’s Village and turn down this path for the
world-famous village founded by the |9th century philanthropist William Quarrier as a
caring community for homeless children from Victorian Glasgow.

Quarrier’s Village remains a beautiful conservation village with its own community,
and attractions. Take a walk around its elegantly landscaped grounds, visit
e and coffee shop.

Return to t rack and head back towards
Kilmacolm. Eit inue along this route to The
ilmacolm Railway Station) or
Road, this time heading uphill to
and the picturesque Knapps
ilmacolm. After a stroll around
village past the elegant
feature of this conservation
lage Cross, pay a visit to the
olm OId Kirk, the burial site of
airn. Part of the original 13th
ns as the Murray Chapel.

visit with a look around Kilmacolm’s gift
taurants and tea rooms.




Useful Contacts

Caledonian McBrayne 01475 650100

Clyde Marine Ltd 01475 721281

Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park (Greenock Cut Visitor Centre) 01475 521458
Finlaystone Country Park 01475 540505

Greenock Arts Guild Theatre 01475 723038

Greenock Health Centre 01475 724477

Greenock Ocean Terminal 01475726171

Inverclyde Council Central Library 01475 712323

Inverclyde Leisure 01475 797979

Inverclyde Royal Hospital 01475 633777

Kip Marina 01475 521485

McLean Museum and Art Gallery 01475 715624

Police 01475 492500

Western Ferries 01369 704452
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