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Interview with a foster carer
How long have you been a Foster Carer?  5 years

 

What age range of children and young people do you currently offer a home to?   Any- depending on space/rooms available, but I’ve had mostly teenagers.

 

Has the experience been just like you expected it would be? 

No totally different – the experiences have widened my outlook and made me more sympathetic to the problems that families face.  All the children who have spent time in my home have been different but mostly with the same basic need and want - someone to care for them. You can’t replace their parents but you can show them a different way of life and help them get to college or into employment, encouraging them to make a decent life for themselves.

 

How does fostering fit in with your current lifestyle? Perfect – I can still work and have teenagers live in my home. Teenagers need a bit of responsibility and their own space. I tell them the house rules and why they are in place and expect them to keep to the rules. It doesn’t always happen but we can them talk and find out why things happened and explain why the rules are in place.

 

How does fostering affect your own family? 

Mainly positive, although it is hard for my children to share and sometimes have their belongings ill-treated. Some children don’t care about your possessions.  My family have shared holidays etc and on the whole have a good relationship with the children.

 

 

How have you come to be interested in this particular age range? 

 I take teenagers as they fit into my lifestyle. 

 

 

If someone expressed an interest in becoming a Foster Carer, what would you tell them?

GO FOR IT!  The social workers will help and they are always there if any problems. The feel good factor and getting to know a child/teenager and knowing you might have helped a wee bit and made a wee difference can’t be bad! Its good to see a child/teenager express an interest in something and then you are able to help them achieve their goal, even if it’s only to join a group and pursue their interest. That’s  something they may have been unable to do due to the cost or just not knowing what is available. 

 

Any words of advice?

Try it and talk to other foster carers about their experience – remembering every child brings different challenges and joys. Think of what you wanted/needed as a teenager/child - safety, care, laughter, confidence, encouragement - can you offer any of these?
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