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Who can adopt?



Criteria

Age
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All applicants must be over 21 years old.

Applicants should be able to meet the life long commitment of parenthood. There is no upper age limit. However, the age difference between the child and the adoptive parent must be within the normal range for children who stay within their birth family, unless the child has exceptional needs which makes age a less relevant factor.

Status
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Applications will be accepted from: Single applicants.
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Married couples.
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Unmarried couples, including those of the same gender, who are in an enduring relationship.

Health
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Applicant’s health should be such that there is every expectation that they will be around until the child reaches adulthood and beyond.
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Smoking will not prevent an application being accepted but applicants should be aware that smoking will be addressed throughout the assessment. Those who smoke will be strongly encouraged to stop. Applicants who smoke and become approved adoptive parents need to be aware that there are certain children for whom they will not be considered such as those with respiratory problems.
In addition, smoking may be a factor which may prevent a match if another suitable non smoking family is available for the child.
 Obesity. The health implications for longevity and lifestyle will be taken into consideration. Applicants will be encouraged to seek assistance in losing weight.
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Mental health problems. These and the impact these may have on an
applicant’s ability to parent a child will be considered as part of the assessment.
Applicants with mental health difficulties should discuss these with their GP and raise with the social worker who undertakes the first interview. Applicants should know that such issues will be explored in detail with their doctor and any specialist with whom they have had contact.
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If you have a medical condition which you think may affect your application, please discuss with the social worker undertaking the initial visit.

Fertility
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Applications will be accepted from enquirers with or without children Applications will not be accepted from those currently undergoing fertility treatment or who are on a waiting list for treatment.

Residence
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Enquiries will be considered from residents living within the Inverclyde area.
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Enquiries will be considered from those living outwith the Inverclyde area, providing they live within reasonable travelling distance of Inverclyde and are willing to travel to Inverclyde for preparation groups and any other meetings associated with the assessment and post approval processes.


Preparatory Groups
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Attendence at Preparatory Groups is mandatory for all applicants. Preparatory groups inform prospective applicants about many aspects of the life-long commitments of adoption.

Resource
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Applications will only be accepted from enquirers who are willing to consider children from a range of backgrounds. These are likely to include neglect and abuse attributable to the impact of alcohol and drug addiction.

Ethnic Origin, Cultural Background and Religion
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Applications are welcome from all sections of the community.

Birth Family Contact
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Applicants must demonstrate their commitment to sharing information about the child’s birth family and the circumstances of the adoption with the child in an age appropriate way throughout the child’s growing up.
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Applicants should be prepared to meet with birth family members for a single meeting, if requested to do so.

