 Post Assessment “The Waiting Game”
The following is a view from an adopter describing their feelings, after the journey of assessment and approval. 

There is a sense of relief that you have gone through the initial process of being approved as an Adopter but the rollercoaster is just about to begin, emotionally and psychologically. 
The anticipation of finding and meeting my child was very exciting. Would it be a boy or girl? How old would they be? What would they look like?  What kind of personality would they have?  Would the Child  like and grow to Love me, and me them?   Was I going to be good enough?

I was approved in December 2015 and in January 2016 my Social Worker started to find a match.  In the first 3 weeks of my profile being shared some interest was shown in my profile but I was not the right match for them but I was off to a positive start.

Things seemed to go quiet for a while, possibly my impatience but I was assured by my social worker that there were conversations and contacts being made in the background.

At 12 weeks my profile was added to the Scottish Adoption Register so casting my net wider and hopefully more interest in me. It was the Scottish Adoption Register who organized  the two Adoption Exchange days that I attended and also the Adoption Activity day.

The Exchange days were an opportunity for me to obtain profiles of what children were waiting and needing to be adopted, throughout the different authorities in Scotland and whether I connected to any of them as a possible match. The activity day was an opportunity to meet face to face with children needing adopted.

After attending the 1st Exchange Day in April on my own, I would definitely give the advice to take your Social Worker with you. It was quite daunting and on the 2nd day in June I was fortunate enough to have mine with me, she was a great support and guide and was ultimately on my side.

It was at that Exchange day in June that I saw my son's profile and was instantly drawn to him. After the event my Social Worker put in notes of interest for several children. Unfortunately with so many people interested in each child, I had several knock backs. But five weeks after the event my son's social worker contacted mine; I was 1 of 5 families who they wanted to assess as suitable. 

Could this be my time?

They liked my Home study assessment and I was excited by the child’s story. They asked for a formal interview on a Friday in July. They said it would be a couple of weeks before they would reach a decision as they had to meet everyone.

PATIENCE IS DEFINITELY NEEDED!!

But lo and behold on the Monday, three days later my social worker phoned me at work to ask if I would like to be the child’s mummy, she had to repeat the statement.....of course!!

Everyone’s journey is different with different challenges.

There is a child or children out there waiting to become part of your family and you theirs.

The feeling of elation I had when my Social Worker phoned to say that they wanted me to be the child’s mummy is one I will never forget or be able to explain. Wait for your phone call.

DONT LOSE HOPE!!
An Adopter 
