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SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
The site comprises the multi storey Peebles Court at Belville Street, Greenock. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
It is proposed to erect an inverted L shaped banner on the north elevation of the multi storey block. 
The horizontal leg of the proposed banner would be displayed immediately below eaves level on 
the 15th storey and be approximately 6.7m long and 1.7m deep. The vertical leg of the proposed 
banner would be approximately 1.7m wide and 15.7m high. The application is one of three similar 
advertisement applications, with similar banners also proposed for the neighbouring Kelso Court 
and Melrose Court. The proposals for Kelso Court and Melrose Court are the subject of separate 
reports on this agenda. 
 
The applicant has submitted a supporting statement explaining the background to the proposal to 
display banners and a copy is attached. 
 
 
LOCAL PLAN POLICIES 
 
Local Plan Policy H1 - Safeguarding the Character and Amenity of Residential Areas 
 
The character and amenity of existing residential areas, identified on the Proposals Map, will be 
safeguarded, and where practicable, enhanced. New residential development will be acceptable, in 
principle, subject to other relevant Local Plan policies. 
 
 
 
 
 

duffyn
Typewritten Text
6



Local Plan Policy DC1 - Development Control Advice 
 
Inverclyde Council, as Planning Authority, will support applications for planning, listed building and 
advertisement consent, where applicable, which accord with the principles established in the 
Council’s Planning Practice Advice Notes. 
 
PPAN 13 “Signage and Advertisements” is applicable to this application. 
 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
 
Head Of Environmental Services - Due to the large scale and prominent position of the banners 
they are likely to distract the attention of drivers to the detriment of road safety. 
 
 
PUBLICITY 
 
The application was advertised in the Greenock Telegraph on 20th February 2009 as a Potential 
Departure from the Local Plan. 
 
 
SITE NOTICES 
 
The nature of the proposal did not require a site notice. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
No written representations have been received. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Advertisement applications may only be determined with reference to amenity and road safety. In 
assessing these matters I refer to the Development Plan, the Council's PPAN No 13 and the 
consultation reply. 
 
Addressing amenity, Policy H1 of the Local Plan requires that development proposals either 
safeguard, or enhance residential amenity and character. I consider that the large scale of the 
proposed banner, erected on a tall building in an elevated position in Greenock would have a 
significant and harmful visual impact, failing to safeguard residential character and amenity and be 
contrary to Local Plan Policy H1.  
 
Policy DC1 of the Local Plan advises that the Council will support applications for advertisement 
consent which accord with the principles established in the Council's PPANs. The relevant PPAN in 
this instance is No 13 "Signage and Advertisements".  The large scale of the proposed banners 
determines that they come closest to the category of hoardings, which are not supported in a 
number of locations, including on the gables of roadside buildings and structures and where the 
size and siting of the hoardings are considered not to be in keeping with the scale and character of 
the area. I consider that the scale and prominence of the proposed banner determines that it 
conflicts with the principles established in PPAN 13. 
  
The proposal also fails when assessed against road safety. The Head of Environmental Services 
advises that due to the large scale and prominent position of the banners they are likely to distract 
the attention of drivers to the detriment of road safety. 



While I note the applicant's supporting statement, the fact that the proposed banner is to promote 
the activities of a housing association is not a determining factor. The applicant and nature of the 
advertisement can have no bearing on the decision as both are factors outwith planning control. 
This assessment can only consider the merits of a banner of this size, position and 
structure/material without reference to the content, however it should be noted that the concerns 
over amenity and road safety would still stand had the assessment considered the design and 
content of the advertisement. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the application be refused 
 
Reasons 
 
 
 1. As the proposal would have a significant and harmful visual impact, failing to safeguard 

residential amenity and character, contrary to Policy H1 of the Inverclyde Local Plan. 
  
 2.  The scale and prominence of the proposed banner determines that it conflicts with the 

principles established in Inverclyde Council's PPAN 13. 
 
3. The large scale and prominent position of the banner would distract the attention of drivers to 

the detriment of road safety. 
 
 
 
 
F. K WILLIAMSON 
Head of Planning and Housing 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. Application Form 
2. Application Plans 
3. Inverclyde Local Plan 
4. Inverclyde Council PPAN13 
5. Scottish Government Circular 10/84 
6. Applicant’s supporting statement 
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