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Report To: 

 
Policy & Resources Committee 

 
Date: 

 
19 May 2015 

 

      
 Report By:  Chief Executive Report No:  GM/LP/067/15  
      
 Contact Officer: Gerard Malone Contact No:  01475 712710  
    
 Subject: Audit Scotland: Local Scrutiny Plan 2015/16  
   
   
   

1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 This report presents the Local Scrutiny Plan 2015/16 as prepared by Audit Scotland.  
   

2.0 SUMMARY  
   

2.1 The Local Scrutiny Plan is based upon a shared risk assessment undertaken by 
representatives of all of the main local government audit and inspection agencies (the Local 
Area Network “LAN”).  The aim of the process is to draw on a range of evidence and to focus 
on scrutiny activities affecting the Council in the most effective and proportionate way. 

 

   
2.2 This report updates the Local Scrutiny Plan for the period 2015/16 and is attached as 

Appendix 1. 
 

   
2.3 The Local Scrutiny Plan concludes that no risks have been identified which require specific 

scrutiny this year.  This means the LAN is satisfied that the Council continues to demonstrate a 
sound corporate governance and performance management framework and there is evidence 
to demonstrate the Council’s awareness of and monitoring of key risks. 

 

   
2.4 The Local Scrutiny Plan highlights several areas of risk and how the LAN intends to monitor 

these in the year ahead.  In addition, planned scrutiny activity is detailed in the Plan. 
 

   
3.0 RECOMMENDATION  

   
3.1 It is recommended that the Committee consider and note the Local Scrutiny Plan 2015/16 as 

presented by Audit Scotland. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
John W Mundell 
Chief Executive 



 
4.0 BACKGROUND  

   
4.1 Appendix 1 is based upon a shared risk assessment undertaken by the representatives of all of 

the scrutiny bodies who engage with the Council (Audit Scotland, the local External Auditors 
from Grant Thornton, the Care Inspectorate, Education Scotland and the Scottish Housing 
Regulator) all known as the Local Area Network (LAN). 

 

   
4.2 The shared risk assessment process draws on a range of evidence with the aim of determining 

any scrutiny activity required and focuses this in the most effective and proportionate way for 
the Council’s activities. 

 

   
4.3 Previous shared risk assessments have been reported to the Council in 2010, 2012 and 2014 

all of which evidence continuing improvement for the Council. 
 

   
4.4 The present Local Scrutiny Plan 2015/16 concludes that no risks have been identified which 

require specific scrutiny by the LAN this year.  This means the LAN is satisfied that the Council 
continues to demonstrate sound corporate governance and performance management and in 
service areas there has been evidence to demonstrate the Council’s awareness of and 
monitoring of key risks. 

 

   
4.5 Last year’s plan indicated that there were two areas of scrutiny following upon national 

performance audits – Arm’s-length external organisations (ALEOs: Are You Getting It Right? 
(June 2011) and Major capital investment in councils (March 2013)).  Reports were issued to 
the Council following the completion of this work which concluded that the Council generally 
follows good practice in each of these areas.  These were reported to the appropriate 
Committees at the time. 

 

   
4.6 The LAN will continue to monitor the Council’s financial position and the challenges to service 

delivery.  Appendix 1 refers to specific areas of reporting and indicates the future planned 
scrutiny activity for 2015/16.  There are no risks which have been identified within the plan 
which require specific scrutiny of the Council’s services by the LAN this year. 

 

   
5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

   
5.1 Financial  

   
 One off Costs: 

 
Cost Centre Budget 

Heading 
Budget
Year 

Proposed 
Spend this 
Report 

Virement 
From 

Other Comments 

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
 

 
Annually Recurring Costs/ (Savings) 
 
Cost Centre Budget 

Heading 
With 
Effect 
from 

Annual Net 
Impact 
£’000 

Virement 
From (If 
Applicable) 

Other Comments 

n/a 
 

n/a n/a n/a 
 

n/a n/a 

  

 

   
 There is no direct financial implication in respect of the proposals.  
   
 Legal  
   

5.2 The Local Scrutiny Plan 2015/16 has been noted in terms of its assessment of the Council’s 
sound corporate governance procedures. 

 

   



 
 Human Resources  
   

5.3 None.  
   
 Equalities  
   

5.4 None.  
   
 Repopulation  
   

5.5 There are no direct implications in respect of repopulation.  
   

6.0 CONSULTATIONS  
   

6.1 This report has been endorsed by the Corporate Management Team and has been discussed 
direct with senior representatives of Audit Scotland. 

 

   
7.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS  

   
7.1 None.  
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